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any deep or serious thought His friends and physicians were exceedingly nervous concerning him, as it was found that he would exert himself, otherwise life would have become a frightful bore to him. To him, to be idle was worse than death.
When he had remained some time in the hill-station, some pressing business made him return to Calcutta. Then, too, he was anxious to try Almora for his health, where he could have more complete retirement. It was his intention, however, to remain in the metropolis for some two weeks in order to supervise and settle certain important matters before leaving *" for Almora.
The Swami was nowhere happier than when he was at the monastery where he could enjoy the freedom of the monk among his beloved gurubhazs and his devoted disciples. At this time there were several educated young men who joined the Math, being prompted to adopt the life of the Brahmachartn, receiving their inspiration from the Swarai's stirring words concerning absolute Vairagyam*' He trained them for future work by giving constant instructions, and holding classes at the Math on the Bhagavad-Gita^ and the Vedanta. Already there had gathered, during the years of his absence from the Brotherhood, several young men at the Math, who led the life of Brahmacharyam. They were anxious to receive initiation as Sannyasins from Swamiji himself. For several years they had lived under the supervision of the elder members of the monastery ; and the Swami, knowing by intuition that they were worthy, consented to make them his own disciples. In regard to one of the four, however, who were to receive admission into the Sannyas Ashrama, the elder members raised serious objections because of his past life. This roused the Swami to the reply, "What do you say I If we shrink to uplift sinners, who else will uplift them ? Besides, the very fact that one has taken refuge in the Math wishing to lead a higher life, shows that his intentions are good and we must help such an one. And even if one is bad and perverted, and you cannot change his character, then vfrhy